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New York Times bestselling author, Dorothea Benton Frank, 

returns to Sullivans Island in the South Carolina Lowcountry, for 
the sequel to her much beloved first novel 

 
“Dorothea Benton Frank and I share the exact same literary territory. . . .   

Her books are funny, sexy and usually damp with seawater.” 
––Pat Conroy 

 

 
 

“Tight storytelling, winsomely oddball characters and touches of Southern 
magic make this a winner.” 

––Publishers Weekly 
 

“Featuring her trademark down-home Southern wisdom and wit, Frank’s long-
awaited sequel to Sullivan’s Island, her captivating debut bestseller, is sure to 

please devoted fans.” 
––Booklist 
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Dorothea Benton Frank first began to enchant and delight readers with her tales of life in 
Lowcountry South Carolina with the publication of her first book, Sullivan’s Island, in 1999–
–which now has over a million copies in print.  And with RETURN TO SULLIVANS 
ISLAND (William Morrow; On Sale June 30, 2009; $25.99; Hardcover;  2009) ten years 
and ten New York Times Bestselling novels later, Frank has returned to Sullivans Island for 
the long awaited sequel.  Now fans of all her previous books and fans still waiting to discover 
her work can read the story of the next generation of Hamiltons and Hayes and their beloved 
home on Sullivans Island, the Island Gamble. 
 
With her mother, Susan, leaving for a year in Paris and her Aunt Maggie, Uncle Grant, and 
stepfather Simon moving to California, Beth Hayes, newly graduated from college, is chosen–
–without her consent––to keep watch over that great house on the shore while her mother 
finally gets to do something she’s always wanted to do:  live in Paris. 
 
There is much about life and her sprawling Irish Catholic family’s past that beth does not 
know; ignorance and naïveté that nearly causes her to lose both her inheritance and the house.  
But you can rest assured, just like in all of Frank’s novels, there are friends both expected and 
unexpected––or even unexplained––to help her through the challenges she faces. 
 
Over the course of one fast-paced year, Beth learns what it means to grow up, to fall in love, 
to suffer heartbreak, and to embrace responsibility for herself and those she loves.  And 
readers are sure to fall in love with Beth and RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND just as 
much as they have with all of Frank’s previous novels.  This is Frank’s most charming book 
to date.  
 

# # #  
 
Dorothea Benton Frank was born and raised on Sullivans Island, South Carolina and resided 
in the New York area with her husband.  She is the author of the bestselling novels:  
Sullivan’s Island, Plantation, Isle of Palms, Shem Creek, Pawleys Island, Full of Grace, The 
Land of Mango Sunsets, The Christmas Pearl, and Bulls Island. 
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From the Author 

 
RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND 

Why and Why Now? 
 

 
The world is blowing up around us. Retirement accounts have evaporated; people can’t even 
afford their own divorce.  Wall Street, the housing crisis, credit markets, Detroit, scams, 
unemployment and the accompanying terrors of it all! I have been so bombarded with bad 
news.  I am certain my readers have been too.  So, how can we make ourselves feel better?  
One answer is to escape through a book to revisit a funky little sandbar like Sullivans Island, a 
place steeped in history and populated with the kind of characters Tennessee Williams would 
have loved to have known.   

 
This enchanted island is a place where what you have is enough, where shiny things don’t 
matter and your grandmother’s wooden spoon is a treasure to hold.  Like Oz, the greens are 
greener, edges are sharper and the water and sky are impossible shades of blue.  Flip flops and 
sandals are the only shoes you need and the fragrance of homegrown tomatoes and jasmine in 
bloom takes your breath away.  You can eat fish that was swimming that morning.  Watch a 
sunset so spectacular you’ll be brought to tears.  Walk the beach at night pondering the Milky 
Way overhead.  Sit on the dark porch of the Island Gamble and sort out your life with old 
friends.  These are just a few of the things RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND offers to 
save us from the dreary outside world. 

 
And then there’s family. In RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND I plucked the daughter of 
the protagonist, Susan Hamilton Hayes from the original story and dropped her front and 
center in the sequel.  Watch and see what happens when Beth’s whole family averts their eyes 
to pursue their own dreams and she is left to come of age in a hurricane of her own making.  
Fortunes are at risk, hearts are broken, disaster strikes.  But the magic of the island and the 
spirits of their ancestral home bring them all back together as the power of their love for one 
another finds forgiveness and healing. 

 
Why would I write a sequel to SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, perhaps my most popular book, 
knowing sequels can be the kiss of death?   I wrote RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND 
because I adore the place, I have missed those characters and I believe with all my heart they 
still have lessons to teach us.  And because, in these challenging times, I wanted to give my 
readers a story I hope they will all love because success is not always measured in money.  
You’ll be the judge of that. 
 

# # #  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q & A 
with Dorothea Benton Frank 

 
 

1. Back when you were writing Sullivan’s Island, did you plan on doing a sequel at 
some point? 

 
I think that a first novel is like a first child in many ways.  The entire experience is one 
surprise after another.  Somehow it’s your sentimental favorite because you have 
brought something to life for the first time and you never get over it.  So, ten years and 
thousands of emails later, I have had so many people ask for a sequel it began to seem 
like a good idea.  It was a good idea but it was also a crazy idea for many good 
reasons. 

 
2. Return to Sullivans Island focuses on the next generation—Susan Hayes’s 

daughter Beth, and Cecily Singleton, the granddaughter of the wonderful Livvie 
Singleton. Were there any challenges in writing from the perspective of two 
young women, one barely in her twenties?  

 
Nope.  I have one of my own and a constant stream of her friends, male and female, 
coming and going.  Twenty-three year old young men and women are adults only 
lacking in experience and judgment, not values or raw intelligence. 

 
3. Did Beth and Cecily’s characters “speak” to you, or were you clear about who 

they would be and how the events in the story would unfold?  
 

Livvie in SULLIVAN’S ISLAND was an idealized character and Cecily is RETURN 
TO SULLIVANS ISLAND is idealized to some extent but has some flaws, making 
her more authentic.  I knew that I wanted her relationship with Beth to somehow 
mirror Livvie’s with Susan but by bringing them into the twenty-first century, it gave 
me the opportunity to make them closer in age and to make them genuine friends.   
 
Beth needed a savior the same way her mother did but the differences in their 
generation made it easier to make all the characters of RETURN TO SULLIVANS 
ISLAND more empowered to take control of their lives and less reticent to be honest 
with each other. 

 
4. You were born and raised on Sullivans Island. Tell us about the place you knew 

growing up. What’s most special to you about Sullivans Island and the Carolina 
Lowcountry? 

 
The island families all knew each other.  All the children played together.  No one had 
a dog with a pedigree or seatbelts in their cars. Hollywood was on another planet for 
daydreamers and baseball was king. 

 
Manners, ethics and morals mattered a great deal.  I don’t think we had much money 
but then I don’t think it mattered because we always seemed to acquire the things that 
mattered most – bicycles being the most highly coveted items at  
 



 
Christmas.  How we lived our lived was dictated by the tide clock and the liturgical 
calendar of the Catholic Church. 

 
What’s most special about the Carolina Lowcountry is that it is the blood soaked land 
of my ancestors and every inch of it is excruciating in its natural beauty. 

 
5. Gullah culture is infused in your novels. What draws you to Gullah? What can 

we learn from it? 
 

Everything of value. 
 

6. One of the charms of the Hamilton-Hayes family spread, the Island Gamble, is 
that it is haunted. Do you believe in ghosts? Have you had any interesting 
experiences with the supernatural? 

 
As a true daughter of the Lowcountry I believe in spirits.  There is no such thing as an 
uninteresting experience with the supernatural. 

 
7. Is there a real house like the Island Gamble you drew on for the novels? 

 
The Island Gamble is drawn on the house where I grew up which was actually called 
The Vagabond Villa.  But for the sake of the story I moved it down the island and 
expanded it. 

 
8. You touch on the subject of race with grace and compassion. As Beth enjoys her 

close friendship with Cecily she thinks of the strictures placed upon the 
relationship between her mother and Livvie. Why did you choose to include this? 

 
Because it’s important to remind people that prejudice is just plain dead wrong – 
whether it is gender based, racial, religious – pick a category – it’s all so wrong.  

 
9. You’ve previously mentioned that you “grew up in a Southern gothic novel.” 

What does that mean—and how has it shaped your work? 
 

My mother and her mother before her were unapologetic Camilles when it suited them 
and Steel Magnolias too.  They loved us with all the ferocity of a couple of lionesses 
enjoying a good julep but they also knew the value of a swoon.  You learn a lot from 
women like them. 

 
10. Are there more stories about the Hamilton and Hayes waiting to be told? 

AND/OR what can fans look forward to next from Dorothy Benton Frank? 
 

You mean Dorothea?  Honey, Dorothy is from Kansas . . .  
 
Well, my brother Mike said I should take all the characters from all my books, send 
them on a cruise together, shipwreck them on an uncharted island in the Caribbean and 
see what happens.  I’m thinking no to that.   

  



Right now I am playing around with a sequel to PLANTATION, glutton for 
punishment that I seem to be!  Maybe at some point we’ll have to have a wedding for 
Beth.  A good wedding story is always fun.   

 
I don’t know . . . what would the readers like to read?  Maybe something about a 
naughty vampire talking dog from the Lowcountry with a fondness for howling at the 
moon in Gullah?  We could call him Harley and have him ride one with his mistress 
named Lee – call it Harley and Lee?  Nah.  I think I’m sticking with what I do . . . 
spinning yarns about Lowcountry magic and how important everyone’s heart is. 
 

# # #  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



RETURN TO SULLIVANS ISLAND 2009 TOUR 
 

 
Tuesday, June 30, 2009 

12:00 PM Signing 
College of Charleston Student Bookstore 

160 Calhoun Street 
Charleston, SC  29401 

843-953-5518 
 

 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009 

12:00 PM Luncheon 
University of South Carolina- Beaufort Continuing 

Education 
Sea Pines Country Club 

30 Governors Road 
Hilton Head Island, SC  29928 

843-671-2345 
(ticketed event) 

 
 

Wednesday, July 1, 2009 
7:00 PM Signing 
Barnes & Noble 

7620 Rivers Avenue 
North Charleston, SC  29406 

843-572-2322 
 
 

Thursday, July 2, 2009 
7:00 PM Cocktail Reception 
Charleston Library Society 

164 King Street 
Charleston, SC  29401 

843-723-9912 
(ticketed event) 

 
 

Friday, July 3, 2009 
6:00 PM Cocktail Reception 

Waldenbooks 
Charleston Place Hotel 

205 Meeting Street 
Charleston, SC  29401 

 

Monday, July 6, 2009 
4:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

Litchfield Books 
Pawleys Island Community Church 

10304 Ocean Highway 
Pawleys Island SC  29585 

843-237-4449 
(ticketed event) 

 
 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009 
12:00 PM Luncheon 

Burry Bookstore 
Black Creek Arts Center 

116 West College Avenue 
Hartsville, SC  29550 

(ticketed event) 
 
 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

Concord Friends of the Library 
Charles A. Cannon  

Memorial Library-Concord 
27 Union Street North 
Concord, NC  28025 

704-920-2050 
 
 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 
10:30 AM Luncheon 

High Point Literary League 
High Point University 
833 Montlieu Avenue 

High Point, NC  27262 
(ticketed event) 

 
 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 
7.00 PM Discussion & Signing 
Public Library of Charlotte  

& Mecklenburg County 
ImaginOn 

300 East 7th Street 
Charlotte, NC  28202 

704-973-2780 
(ticketed event) 

 
(continued …) 



 
 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 
6:00 PM Signing 
Books-A-Million 

2441 Whiskey Road 
Aiken, SC  29803 

803-642-0135 
 
 

Friday, July 10, 2009 
6:30 PM Discussion & Signing 

Friends of the Richland County Library 
1431 Assembly Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 

803-799-9084 
(ticketed event) 

 
 

Saturday, July 11, 2009 
3:00 PM Signing 
Barnes & Noble 

1716 Towne Center Way 
Mount Pleasant, SC  29464 

843-216-9756 
 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2009 
1:00 PM Signing 

Bay Street Trading 
808 Bay Street 

Beaufort, SC  29902 
843-524-2000 

 
 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

The Book Mark 
299 Atlantic Boulevard 

Atlantic Beach, FL  32233 
904-241-9026 

 
 

Wednesday, July 15, 2009 
11:30 AM Luncheon 

Amelia Island Book Festival 
The Ritz Carlton 

4750 Amelia Island Parkway 
Amelia Island, FL  32034 

904-277-1100 
 

 
 

Wednesday, July 15, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

Savannah Book Festival 
Trinity United Methodist Church 

225 West President Street 
Savannah, GA  31401 

(ticketed event) 
 
 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 
11:30 AM Discussion & Signing 

Harbour Club 
35 Prioleau Street 

Charleston, SC  29401 
843-723-9680 

(ticketed event) 
 
 

Monday, July 20, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

St. Louis County Library 
1640 South Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO  63131 
314-994-3300 

 
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

Barnes & Noble 
150 East 86th Street 

New York, NY  10028 
 
 

Thursday, July 23, 2009 
7:00 PM Discussion & Signing 

Watchung Booksellers 
54 Fairfield Street 

Montclair, NJ  07042 
973-744-7177 

 
 

Friday, July 24, 2009 
6:30 PM Discussion & Signing 

Clinton Bookshop 
33 Main Street 

Clinton, NJ  08809 
908-735-8811 
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